FILM 3360
Deconstructing Disney/Bonner

Moana (Roger Clements and John Musker, 2016; 107 minutes)

Screenplay by Jared Bush
Cast:

Moana (Auli'i Cravalho) 

Maui (Dwayne Johnson) 

Gramma Tala (Rachel House) 

Chief Tui (Temuera Morrison)

Tamatoa (Jemaine Clement) 

Sina (Nicole Scherzinger) 

Heihei / Villager #3 (Alan Tudyk) 


Fisherman (Oscar Kightley) 

Villager #1 (Troy Polamalu) 

Villager #2 (Puanani Cravalho) 

Toddler Moana (Louise Bush) 

Abstract (Adapted from IMDB):

In Ancient Polynesia, when a terrible curse incurred by the Demigod Maui reaches Moana's island, she answers the Ocean's call to seek out the Demigod to set things right. Nominated for two Oscars for Best Animated Feature and Best Song.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in Moana? Consider especially this semester’s readings and the concepts of both gender and gender-bending discussed there. Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How are race, ethnicity, and class constructed in Moana? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing races and classes.

3.  Consider the theme of rebellion and independence in Moana. Is this a common theme among the Disney princesses? How does it compare to other films we’ve seen this term? Give examples from the films to support your observations.
4.  What does Moana teach audiences about nationality? Or about family, romance, sexuality, and love? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

5.  What was the historical context in which Moana was made? What are the major historical events that might influence plot, characters, etc? Consider especially the original stories on which this film was based and what Disney chose to alter. How might these contexts resonate with contemporary audiences in 2016? Or today?

6.  What are some possible “positive” readings of this film? What “good” lessons does the film teach? Give examples and explain why.

